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A Sure Foundation
The beliefs that we build our lives on 

WORSHIP MONTH 5

WEEK 4

READ:

Hebrew 10-13 

Psalms 95-98 

 

    We have worship music, a worship leader and a worship service, 
but what exactly is worship? The Encarta dictionary defines the verb 
worship this way: 1.to treat somebody or something as divine and show 

respect by engaging in acts of prayer and devotion 2. To take part in a 
religious service 3. To love, admire, or respect somebody or something greatly 
and perhaps excessively or unquestioningly.  The King James version 
translates the Greek latreuo in Hebrews 12:28 as serve, while the 
NIV uses the word worship.  Latreuo actually means to minister to 
God, or render religious homage. (Meyers)  How can we possibly 
minister to God?  What do we have to offer Him?  He doesn’t need 
His slippers brought to Him.  He doesn’t need us to bring Him a 
cool glass of water.  So, how can we minister to God? 
     Every week we gather with other believers to worship God in a 
service where we praise and adore Him.  We sing songs of praise, lift 
up our prayers to Him, and learn more about Him - For about an 
hour.  Then what?  What is the worship that God finds acceptable? 
How do we show Him appropriate reverence and awe with our 
lives?  Why does the writer of Hebrews remind us that our God is a 
consuming fire?  How is that to affect our worship of Him?   
     Hebrews 11 lists all kinds of people of faith, faith that presume-
ably led them to acceptable worship of God for without faith it is 
impossible to please God.  But if you look at the descriptions of 
these people’s faith, it is always for what their faith prompted them 
to do.  Noah’s faith built an ark and preserved life.  Abraham’s faith 
fathered a new people in a new land.  The faith of Moses’ parents 
saved the life of their son.  The faith of Rahab hid the spies.  So 
what is the connection between our faith and our worship?  Is wor-
ship without deeds as dead as faith without deeds?  Can we worship 
God and not deal with loving the people around us, with throwing 
off sin, with life in this world? We journey here, longing for a better 
country – a heavenly one, just as Abraham did as an alien and stran-
ger in the land that would, one day far removed, belong to God’s 
people.  Like the Israelites we come before the God that formed the 
universe full of fear and trembling, but with faith – believing and 
acting as if we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken. 
 

 

“Therefore, since 
we are receiving a 

kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, 
let us be thankful, 

and so worship 
God acceptably 

with reverence and 
awe. For our God 

is a consuming fire.” 
Hebrews 12:28,29 
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“But we are not 

of those who 
shrink back and 
are destroyed, 

but of those who 
believe and are 

saved.” 
Hebrew 10:39 

 
Do you shrink, or 
believe? _________ 
________________
________________ 
In what way? _____ 
________________ 
________________ 

 

AWESOME! 
 
     There are so many amazing things in our world 
today that awe can become ordinary.  Even the 
word has lost much of its meaning because of its 
frequent use.   We have become masters of our 
destiny and are seldom in a position of real, 
humbling, fearsome awe.  Yet Hebrews 12:28 tells 
us that acceptable worship needs reverence and 
awe.  Awe is when you are exposed on a 
mountainside in an afternoon thunderstorm with 
lightening flashing all around you.  It is a mix of 
fear, exhilarating amazement, and a feeling of 
powerlessness.  It is when you understand with 
total clarity that your very life, both now and 
hereafter, is totally dependent on God.   
      In verse 29 God reminds us that we revere Him 
because He is a consuming fire.  All but His 
kingdom shakes loose in the end.  All of the 
world’s greatest inventions do no more than make 
use of the inventions of God.  We cannot even 
figure out what the most basic element is, but 
whatever subatomic particle you slice it down to, 
He’s there.  We are undecided where the universe 
ends, but in the end it is all His.   
     We had a group of Bulgarian foreign exchange 
students, and their American hosts, at our house 
for a cookout to enjoy their first ever s’mores.  They 
enjoyed the roasted marshmallows, but what 
everyone, from both sides of the world, loved most 
was good company around a fire.  I can’t think of a 
much better description of worship than that: 
gathering close around THE fire with that unique 
mix of fascination and fear, being dangerously 
drawn with a respect and awe of its warmth, beauty, 
and power.  Sometimes everyone falls silent, gazing 
into the flames in individual quiet reflection.  
Other times the group falls into happy chatter and 
companionship.  Worship is gathering around the 
fire with gratitude, reverence, and awe.  

What can you do to more fully experience that 
sort of worship? ________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 

         “For great is the Lord and most 
worthy of praise;  he is to be feared 

above all gods.” 

Psalm 96:4 

M5W3  
ANSWERS 
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  HEBREWS 11 

What is faith? __________________________________________ 
Hebrews 11:6 says without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that He exists.  But 
it doesn’t take much.  In fact, just the faith of a mustard seed can 
eventually move mountains of doubt.  Just enough faith to say 
“God if you are real, show me.”  He will.   
   
Which of the accomplishments of faith most impress you in this 
chapter? ______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 

HEBREWS 12 
 
Who are the witnesses that we are surrounded by? ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some of the things that hinder us that we may need to throw off? __________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some ways that hardship can be helpful discipline? _____________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
How can we strengthen our feeble arms and weak knees? ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
What happens if we miss the grace of God? ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

HEBREWS 13 

Relate a time that you entertained a stranger: _______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name a time that you failed to: __________________________________________________________ 
What may you have missed? ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Originally, there was no chapter break between 12:29 and 13:1.  What follows from our reverent worship? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hebrews 13 holds much practical advice for holy living; in hospitality, marriage, submission to authority, 
and prayer.  How do these pertain to the subject of worship? ___________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does Romans 12:1 say is our spiritual act of worship? ____________________________________ 
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 Across 

2. obeyed 11:8 

7. what we are surrounded by  

    12:1 

10. bear Christ's 13:13 

11. reminders of sin 10:3 

15. we are made this by Jesus  

      10:10 

17. offer God this sacrifice 13:15 

18. do not throw this away 10:35 

19. built an ark in holy fear 11:7 

20. hold unswervingly to this  

      10:23 
 

Down 

1. what sin does 12:1 

3. to be endured as discipline 12:7 

4. where God's laws are written  

    10:16 

5. a shadow of good things coming  

    10:1 

6. what discipline produces 12:11 

8. will consume the enemies of God  

    10:27 

9. being sure of what we hope for  

    11:1 

10. don't make light of this 12:5 

12. submit to them 13:17 

13. worship God with this 12:28 

14. entertain them 13:2 

16. keep doing this to each other  

      13:1 

  

           PUZZLE PAGE  
 

 

Hebrews 10-13 

SUFFERING SAINTS Heb. 11 

     There are many who are not listed in the faith hall of fame, but are 
referred to as those who were sawn in two, faced jeers and flogging, were 
stoned and put in prison, and were put to death by the sword.  They were 
destitute, persecuted, and mistreated.  How would you feel about going 
through all that for a promise in some distant future? _________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 


